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Susan Hudson, Clerk 
Vermont Public Service Board 
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RE: Town of Newark's Response to Motions to Intervene 
Application of Seneca Mountain Wind, L L C 
Docket No. 7867 

Dear Mrs. Hudson: 

The Town of Newark supports the pending motions to intervene of William Heath, Robert and Shirley Elder, 
Lydia McMillian, Mark Whitworth, Noreen Hession, and the Essex County Natural Resources Conservation 
District and concurs with many of the concerns for and impacts to the criteria raised in the latest comment 
period. Newark contends that the objections are substantive and that the Board should include them for 
discussion and evaluation in any future proceedings relating to Seneca Mountain Wind. 

In particular, Newark concurs with the objections relating to: 

• Aesthetics 

© Orderly development 

• Property values 

• Wildlife habitat 

• SMW's fitness 

In his September 20 t h letter to the Board, William Heath described the scenic views he has from his home. He 
noted that the previous MET tower marred the view that he loves. The claim has been repeatedly asserted that 
the MET towers are temporary. However, the previous MET tower was in place for years. SMW proposes to 

Aesthetics 



construct a M E T tower in the same location for five years. At some point, one can no longer regard a serial 
temporary tower as temporary. The Town of Newark would submit that the M E T towers are permanent. The 
Town requests that the Board evaluate the aesthetics of the MET towers as i f they were permanent structures, 
because that is what they are turning out to be. 

In his September 24 t h letter to the Board, Mark Whitworth described the scenic importance of Route 114. He 
explained that SMW's industrial M E T towers would result in an undue adverse impact to the Route 114 
corridor and to other scenic roadways in Newark. He explained that the towers would be shocking, offensive, 
and a violation of clear community standards. He asserted that SMW had presented no plan to mitigate the 
undue adverse impact, because no mitigation was possible. 

The Town of Newark concurs with these objections and urges the Board to add aesthetics to the issues to be 
considered in future proceedings related to SMW's application. 

Orderly Development 
In his September 24 t h letter to the Board, Mark Whitworth stated that SMW's project did not conform to 
regional and municipal plans. He cited the N V D A ' s moratorium on the construction of industrial wind 
projects. He cited the September 18 t h revision of the Newark Town Plan. 

The Town of Newark agrees that SMW's proposed project is at odds with the recommendations of regional 
and municipal planners. Newark requests the Board to add Orderly Development to the issues to be 
considered in future proceedings related to SMW's application. A copy of the Town of Newark's Town Plan 
which was recently revised and a summary of the changes thereto, is enclosed with this filing for the Board's 
consideration. 

Property Values 
In his September 24 t h letter, Mark Whitworth cited the research of Kurt Kielisch. Mr. Kielisch is a forensic 
appraiser who specializes in stigmatized properties. His studies show that wind turbines have a severe and 
unmistakable depressive effect on the value of nearby properties. 

This is an issue that the Newark Planning Commission raised in its various submissions to the Board. The 
Town of Newark contends that the degradation of property values is a serious issue and requests that the 
Board add it to the issues to be considered in future proceedings related to SMW's application. 

Wildlife Habitat 
The Town of Newark has been concerned about the impact of the SMW project upon wildlife and wildlife 
habitat. The Town appreciates that the Board has recognized the importance of the Hawk Rock area to falcons 
and bears. However, the Town is also concerned with the degradation that would be caused by MET tower 
construction at the other sites, which are located in known habitat for RTE species such as Canada Lynx, 
American Marten, and Bicknell's Thrush. Therefore, the Town requests that the Board reconsider the issue of 
wildlife habitat at all four sites and add it to the issues to be considered in future proceedings. 



SMW's Fitness 
In her September 23 r d letter to the Board, Noreen Hession described a number of serious issues that relate to 
the completeness and accuracy of SMW's application materials and raises new questions about the capabilities 
of SMW. The Town of Newark does not believe that SMW is fit and has expressed those concerns to the 
Board in the past. The town urges the Board to add SMW's fitness to the set of issues that will be examined in 
upcoming proceedings. 

As a result of the failure of the Applicant to serve all of the adjoining landowners to the lands determined to 
comprise the Project Tract, the Board deemed the Application incomplete and restarted the Application 
process with regard to this Application. By later Clarification Order, the Board further reopened the criteria 
under consideration allowing the new parties to raise issues with regard to any of the criteria under 
consideration. Therefore, under the present status of the case, the current Order of the Board appears to 
require the determination of whether there is a significant impact upon each and every criterion raised by the 
new adjoiners. Consequently, the Town of Newark respectfully renews its prior requests for party status on all 
criteria raised by the new adjoining landowners and requests that the information it previously provided in 
conjunction with its Letters and Motions to Intervene be considered by the Board. 

Thank you for this opportunity to provide these comments and requests. Please do not hesitate to contact me 
with any questions or concerns. 

Very truly yours. 

L B D / 

cc: Town of Newark 
Certificate of Service 


