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1

2 Q1. Please state your name, address, and occupation.

3

4 A1. My name is Winston Richard Newland. I live at 994 Newark Street, West Burke, VT

5 05871. I was a heavy equipment operator for construction and a woodsman, about 50-50 each

6 most of my adult life. Now I am retired but I still work with my sons in the woods.

r~

8 Q2. What is the purpose of your testimony?

D

10 A2. The purpose of my testimony is to tell you about the area around Hawk Rock and

11 Center Pond and describe its wildlife and what kind of a place it is.

12

13 Q3. Why, as a layperson, do you feel qualified to talk about wildlife and its habitat in

14 the area of the proposed MET tower?

15

16 A3. I have lived here in Burke all my life and I have walked over the area for over sixty

17 years. It is quite a wildlife area and I have hunted there for about 58 years and I've shot a

18 bear and some nice buck up there and seen a lot of bobcat. When I was 10, I went up there

19 with my father (Clinton Newland Senior) looking for rabbit and we discovered deer yards in

20 the lowlands behind Hawk Rock. I went up to Hawk Rock every year walking behind my

21 father and started hunting myself when I was 15. It's a natural place for deer to be and

22 moose. It's just a place I love to go.
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2 Q4. How often do you go up there?

3

4 A4. I go up there at least 5-6 times a year in all seasons. Some years I might go that often just

5 in deer season alone. In the winter I snowshoe looking for antlers, and in the summer it is a

6 good place to get berries and I do a lot of berrying. In the late summer and fall I go up there

7 scouting for signs of deer.

9 Q5. Did you see any bear, deer or moose when you went up there today (August 14,

10 2012)?

11

12 A5. Well we didn't see any, but we heard a couple moose go and we see where a big buck

13 was up there. We see a lot of bear sign, quite a lot of scat. There was beechnuts this year so

14 the trees were freshly clawed.

15

16 Q6. Is it still a good place now in the middle of August to find deer and moose?

`tl

18 A6. Oh yes, it has always been a good place. They were never bothered there very much in

19 the past. A great travel area. There are four or five nice deer trails up there. A lot of big buck

20 up there. The big buck like the high places where the trees are not so close together. They

21 need space for their big antlers.

22
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2 Q7. Looking at the topographic map labeled Exhibit NNU-WN-1, I see that trails have

3 been sketched. What is the basis of these sketches?

4

5 A7. The red lines show the trails and seasonal paths all the animals use the most.

6

7 Q8. Are the animal trails that are marked accurate as far as you can tell?

8

9 A8. Oh yes. I've been up there just lately as well as today, and found a lot of deer runs. They

10 are pretty well beaten right down so there's no leaves in the paths.

11

12 Q9. Did you see signs of other activity today?

13

14 A9. There's a lot of activity up there. A lot of bear signs too. We found where last year the

15 bear had climbed the mountain ash to get the berries. Moose love them too. They love to feed

16 on mountain ash berries.

17

18 Q10. What other signs of bear activity did you see?

19

20 A10. The berry bushes were trampled and messed about where bear had been feeding. The

21 beech trees had been climbed to get the beechnuts in July when the nuts are soft and in the
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1 milk. When the nuts are hardened and fall to the ground, the bear and deer will eat them in

2 the fall, but the bear like them in the milk a lot.

3

4 Q11. I see an area on the topographic map (Exhibit NNU-WN-1), a place in between all

5 of these hills (Center Pond, Walker, and Cave Mountains and Hawk Rock), that is not

6 named. It looks like a wetland. What do you know about it?

7

8 A11. In between all of those hills is a wetland called "Jay Quee" swamp.

D

10 Q12. Where does that name come from?

11

12 Q 12. Jay Quees (probably anglicized Jacques or Jacquis) was from Newport and had a place

13 on 114. My father always called it that so the name goes back at least 80 years.

14 When you couldn't find deer anywhere else my father-in-law Gordon Drew told me you

15 could always find deer in "Jay Quee" swamp. Great place for them to hive up. It was good

16 cover in there. Been cut down a little, but it's growing back. But it's a beautiful place for

17 deer. That swamp is a good place to find moose antlers too.

19 Q13. You like to look for moose antlers in "Jay Quee" swamp?

20

21 A13. Yes, I found them in "Jay Quee" swamp and I found them north of there. I haven't

22 happened to be lucky enough to find deer antlers up there, but I know a couple of guys have
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1 found some nice sheds right near and on the Hawk Rock.

2

3 Q14. Looking at Exhibit NNU-WN-1 would you please describe the main routes the

4 deer take.

5

6 A14. Yes. The deer runs go from the Gulf (of Island Pond) to up there the heights of the land

7 in Newark and they come down over Cave Mountain and through the corner of "Jay Quee"

8 swamp and onto that hump there behind Walker, and the hump behind Hawk Rock, and over

9 the stream and up onto Packer Mountain and down into East Haven. And then there is

10 another one on the other side of "Jay Quee" swamp, on the east side, and the deer come

11 behind Walker Mountain and over on towards the Hawk Rock, and they go right over the top

12 of the Hawk Rock and down in and up on the Packer Mountain and they can go on more in

13 that saddle of the Hawk Rock and Walker Mountain. they come down the face there and go

14 down into that swamp behind what was Fred Cross' and Wyman Cross' place towards East

15 Haven.

16

17 Q15. And that would be this place on the map marked Cross?

18

19 A15. Yes that's that swamp. It's right behind where Fred Cross used to live on the west side

20 of 114.

21
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1 Q16. And then from there where do they go?

2

3 A16. Well, deer have been seen where they come down off Packer Mountain, they've been

4 seen down near East Haven. One of the big bucks that was shot on Darling Hill this last deer

5 season, they got pictures of on the trail camera just off Packer Mountain. One trail is on the

6 moraine humps along the river (East branch of the Passumpsic). When they come down on

7 the east side of Hawk Rock and down into that swamp at Cross' they go down a ways, and

8 just below the Lost Nation Road they cross 114, and go up and around by Multrips and back

9 towards Island Pond, on what's Bull Mountain, and then go back across 114 and do the same

10 thing all over again.

11

12 Q17. They go back into the Island Pond Gulf, and then make their way back up into

13 Newark?

14

15 A17. Yes, it's a circular route. 10-12 days to make a run, make the route. But deer come in

16 from other places, they go from back of the Hawk Rock, north of Center Pond and up

17 towards Jobs Pond, and then they come right back again, you know. But in the winter time a

18 lot of these deer, the bigger buck, will stay here on the higher peaks, specially Center Pond

19 and Packer Mountains. The big bucks are called Ridge Runners ̀cause that's what they do,

20 stay high. Some of ̀em will go back across 114 up by the heights of the land and over into

21 Ferdinand on the back side of Seneca and Bull Mountain. Seems like about half of them

22 spend the winter over there, some going as far as Maidstone and then next spring they'll
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1 came back.

2

3 Q18. Looking at the topographic map Exhibit NNU-WN-2, would you please show,

4 using red lines, where the migrations you describe are?

5

6 A18. Yes. The ones drawn are the main ones.

7

8 Q19. So you can confirm that the migration paths that are marked on this map are

9 reasonably accurate?

10

11 A19. Yes.

12

13 Q20. Are there more trails than are drawn here on Exhibit NNU-WN-2?

14

15 A20. Oh yes. Deer, they're out there feeding all the time. You know they'll cut across from

16 one to another trail. Deer will go the path of least resistance for them. All the animals will.

17 That's the why the paths are so beaten down.

18

19 Q 21. What would be the effect on wildlife of intrusions into this area around Hawk

20 Rock?

21

22 A21. I can't see the bigger buck, some of them that do stay around. I can't see them hiving
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1 up there in the winter time. They stay on these high mountains and the only thing that would

2 drive them off is deep snow. And if the snow doesn't get too deep they'll stay there all

3 winter, they'll shed their antlers. Good place to look for antlers on these high peaks like

4 Hawk Rock.

5

6 Q22. What is the variety of habitat in this particular Hawk Rock area?

r~

8 A22. The habitat is unique. It's not a very big area, but has it all in one package, you know.

9 The low land, the swamp, there's things in there they like, acidic stuff you know, they like

10 that, and they're browsers, they'll eat a little here and there, and go up on higher ground, eat

11 a little bit, raspberry bushes, and whatever. It's been cut off, which means there is lots more

12 food for foraging for the bear and deer. The trees were cedar, spruce, fir and birch. Now they

13 are only four inches at the most so there's a lot of light, so the grasses, berries and high bush

14 cranberries can grow good. Right around the swamp there's lots of beech at the outer edge

15 and there's lots of mountain ash on Cave Mountain facing the swamp.

16

17 Q23. What would be the effect on wildlife if the area were disturbed, such as with the

18 installation of a 200-foot MET tower with guy wires extending out 120 feet in three or

19 four directions?

20

21 A23. This habitat is irreplaceable. Take the areas standing near all of the ponds, Jay Qee

22 swamp and peaks and things around there. Yeah. There is so much variety of food and cover
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1 in such a compact area, It would be a shame to disturb it. The wildlife would have to change

2 their habits there drastically to live with it. Probably leave.

3

4 Q24. And what about if it was just a MET tower on top of Hawk Rock? Do you think

5 that would disturb them?

D

7 A24. Well, probably they wouldn't like it, but I don't know, I don't know if they would be

8 able to get used to it, but they would just have to go a ways away to still use the area, you

9 know, they wouldn't get near it. They could go a mile away. The wildlife can come back if

10 the disturbance is brief, like bear hunters going in with packs of dogs. That's a big

11 disturbance but when they go, the animals come back in a week or so once it quietens down.

`~a

13 Q25. Is there bear habitat nearby where they plan to put up the MET tower and the

14 guy wires?

15

16 A25. Oh yes, within a couple hundred feet. The bear hive up in them ledges in the winter

17 time, yup. There's quite a few places they do. You know you don't like to go and look all the

18 time and try to disturb them, you know, but I know of a couple places, I've been going to put

19 out a trail camera, cause they'll come out, a mother with some little ones, but then she'll go

20 back in because it's not quite time, but when they get ready to come out, I've been gonna to

21 put up a trail camera just to see, but I've been at these places and seen em, and you can tell

22 there's a bear in there, cause there's steam coming out. you can see the frost of steam coming
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1 out of these caves. Exhibit NNU-WN-3 shows photos of a cave at Hawk Rock together with

2 the GPS coordinates, which place the cave 900 feet from the proposed MET tower. (Photos

3 and coordinates on the topographic map, courtesy of Robert Elder.)

4

5 Q26. Where would those be on this map? Where would you set up your camera?

6

7 A26. Sometimes if there has been a snowfall before the bear hive up, you can track them

8 going in to where they will be, and if there's no tracks coming out they are probably in the

9 cave. That's where I'd set up the camera. There's a couple of places around Hawk Rock I'd

10 look and then there's one or two around, off of Walker Mountain. Cave Mountain has got

11 some good places too. Exhibit NNU-WN-4 shows photographs of caves in Cave Mountain.

12 (Photos, courtesy of Keith Newland.)

13

14 Q27. Are there bears and caves on Packer Mountain as well?

15

16 A27. Oh yes, I see a guy just lately said there's caves on Packer Mountain. I've heard that

17 from other guys too. And many people say there's more caves on the northwest side of

18 Packer than anywhere else.

19

20 Q28. Does this conclude your testimony?

21

22 A28. Yes, it does.


